
Humans

Our Ancient Ancestors
About 4 billion years ago an ape like creature evolved in Eastern Africa. It was called 
Australopithecus (Os-tra-lo-pith-ec-us). It was very different to other animals. It could 
walk on two feet. Its brain was more developed. This meant it could solve problems 
better than other primates. Primates are animals such monkeys and apes. Being able 
to solve problems meant it was better at surviving.

Australopithecus are extinct. They evolved into a new kind of animal. This evolution 
eventually lead to Homo Sapiens. Homo Sapiens is the scientific name for humans. 
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TIME JUMP:EARLY JURASSICYour mission is to go back in time to the 
early Jurassic period in search of the 
Plesiosaur . Although this marine reptile 
was probably a �erce hunter and 
predator, you should be okay in the 
timepod. We’d like you to observe the 
plesiosaur in its natural habitat and report 
back to us. 

M�S�I�N B�I�F�N�
You are about to travel back in time over 65 million years to 
the early Jurassic period. Your timepod will materialise 
deep in the Jurassic ocean, in the area that will become 
the British Isles. Check your radar for any signs of 
movement and head towards them. 

If you �nd a plesiosaur DO NOT get too close. Although 
you should be okay in the timepod, we don’t want to 
scare the animal. Your mission is to observe only and 
then to report back. You may see ammonites 
too. They are the main source of food for the 
plesiosaur, so again, don’t get too close or 
you may be mistaken for lunch!   

PAUSE

R�P�R�
A�S�G�M�N�

We’d like you to choose one of these report styles:

Scienti�c: Your report must include details of what 
you have seen and experienced. We’d like to know 
what the creature looked like (its size and 
appearance) and to describe how it swam and 
moved. 

Journalist: What you felt when you saw this ancient, 
extinct animal in the �esh. Describe the event so 
people reading can feel the excitement you 
experienced at the time.

TimePod
CAUTION: You may 

experience time 
distortion and  
disorientation.

RISK LEVEL:HIGH

Meet Lucy

This is what our earliest ancestors looked 
like. This is a model of an Australopithecus 
woman. It was based on a very famous 
skeleton nicknamed Lucy. Lucy lived 
around 3.5 million years ago. She was 1.7m 
tall and lived in East Africa.
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Humans

OAR

Eyebrows, Jaws and Brains
Scientists have discovered that one important change in evolving into humans was our 
face. We developed smooth eyebrows. Australopithecus had big bulging eyebrows. 
These big eyebrows weren’t very easy to move. 

Our eyebrows show a lot about what we are thinking or feeling. Try having a chat with 
your friends without moving your eyebrows. You can still understand what they are 
saying. However, it’s hard to see if they are serious, laughing or even telling the truth! 
Smooth eyebrows allowed us to communicate more easily with one another.

Point your device at the Australopithecus skull. You will see how we evolved our 
eyebrows, jaws and brains and why this is so important.
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